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STONEHAM THEATRE’S HOW MANY MILES TO BASRA? TELLS A HUMAN STORY ABOUT WAR  
Opening Thursday, October 30 at Stoneham Theatre, How Many Miles to Basra? follows radio journalist Ursula (Eve Kagan, Gypsy, The Cutting) as the British military unit in which she’s embedded struggles to survive an unauthorized journey deep into Iraq.  Their mission is to settle the blood debt of an accidental killing.  It is a gritty, haunting tale of regret and redemption.  The play by Colin Teevan is directed by Stoneham Theatre’s Producing Artistic Director Weylin Symes.  

Of the play, Kagan says, “I think audiences will be drawn into this dynamic and powerful piece.  The characters are appealing and continue to surprise you as the dramatic events of the play unfold. It is also incredibly relevant. The war in Iraq continues as we speak. It is important for us to take this opportunity to reflect on the war and the psychological impact it has on the world.” 

Director Weylin Symes says, “We are striving to put a human face on the trials of war in our time.”  To make the experience as real as possible for the actors, Symes brought in former soldiers and a Middle East expert to share their history with the cast and creative team.  Each of the actors had the opportunity to ask the men how their characters might behave in the context of the play.
Because the play deals with very intense subject matter that might leave audiences wanting to discuss what they’ve seen, there will a Talk Back with members of the cast and creative team following the 2pm performance on Sunday, November 2.  WBUR producer and Middle East expert, Stefano Kotsonis, will join the discussion.

How Many Miles to Basra? contains very strong language and themes and is recommended for adults only.  The show runs Thursday, October 30 through Sunday, November 9.  Tickets are $40(Adult), $35(Senior), and $10(Student).  Stoneham Theatre is located at 395 Main Street in Stoneham.  For tickets and information, visit or call the Box Office at 781-279-2200, open Tuesday through Saturday 1-6pm, or www.stonehamtheatre.org.
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