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STONEHAM THEATRE KICKS-OFF NINTH SEASON WITH PAGEANT
Stoneham Theatre will open its ninth season with Pageant, a hilarious musical comedy spoof of beauty pageants.  Six young, male actors will play the female pageant contestants competing for the title of Miss Glamouresse.  Contestants include Miss West Coast, Miss Great Plains, Miss Industrial Northeast, Miss Bible Belt, Miss Texas and Miss Deep South.
Pageant premiered off-Broadway in 1991.  The book and lyrics are by Bill Russell, who is directing this production at Stoneham Theatre.  Russell was nominated for two Tony Awards for Best Book and Best Score for the musical Side Show.  Choreography is by Shea Sullivan and Stephen Yearick will design the costumes, both work in the pageant industry.  Sullivan was first runner-up in the Miss Oklahoma Pageant in 1995 and is the resident choreographer for the Miss Florida Pageant.  Yearick has designed gowns for Miss Universe, Miss USA and Miss America contestants.  Twenty-six of the last thirty-three Miss Americas have worn his designs.           
Many of the cast members, including Nick Cearley (Miss Great Plains), Michael Joyce (Miss Bible Belt), Danny O’Connor (Miss Texas), Nicholas Rowe (Emcee Frankie Cavalier), and Corbitt Williams (Miss Industrial Northeast) are alumni or current students of the prestigious musical theatre program at Boston Conservatory.  

This Pageant is complete with evening gown, swimsuit, physical fitness and talent competitions.  Numbers such as “Something Extra,” “Girl Power,” and “Beauty Crisis Hotline” add to the fun.
Saturday, September 13 at 8pm will mark Stoneham Theatre’s first ever “Out Night at Stoneham Theatre.”  Members of the GLBT community are welcome and all are invited to attend a post-show reception with members of the cast and creative team.
Pageant runs Thursday, September 11 through Sunday, October 5.  Tickets are $40(Adult), $35(Senior), and $20(Student).  Stoneham Theatre is located at 395 Main Street in Stoneham.  For tickets and information, visit or call the Box Office at 781-279-2200, open Tuesday through Saturday 1-6pm, or www.stonehamtheatre.org.
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